Notes
one had blundered", and this was the origin of the metre of his
poem'. Tennyson (in the following August) had the poem
printed as a leaflet, and sent 1,000 copies to the Crimean
soldiers, amongst whom he had heard it was very popular.
In the Memoir there is a story of a wounded survivor of the
Charge who, whilst lying in hospital at Scutari, was cured,
at least in part, by the poem; and Tennyson was proud to know
that 'he had been taken three times into battle'.
34. Cossack. The name of a Turkish people subject to Russia,
used especially as light horse in the Russian army.
A BALLAD OF JOHN NICHOLSON
Sir Henry John Newbolt (b. 1862), formerly a barrister, is
famous for his poems in Admirals All (1897), The Island Race
(1898), Songs of the Sea (1904), &c. The present poem is taken
from Admirals AIL
John Nicholson (1821-57) was one of the most remarkable
officers who have ever served in India. When but a young man
he was actually worshipped by the natives, and throughout
his career he displayed the most astonishing bravery and vigour.
He was already distinguished both as a soldier (especially in
the second Sikh war, 1849), and as an administrator, when on
the outbreak of the Mutiny he was promoted brigadier-general,
and put in command of the Punjab troops. He reached Delhi
on April 14, 1857, and after capturing thirteen of the enemy's
guns, fell while leading the main assault (September 14), and
died on the 23rd.
The incident narrated in the ballad occurred in June 1857,
when Nicholson was left in command at Jalandhar (in the
Punjab)* The following account is taken from The Life of John
Nicholson, by Captain Lionel Trotter: 'Before leaving Jalandhar,
Nicholson played a characteristic part in a curious little drama,
of which the future Lord Roberts was an amused eye-witness.
The faithful Rajah of Kapurthalla had placed in Jalandhar a
body of his own troops, to protect the station and discharge the
duties formerly reserved for our Sepoys. As commissioner of
the province, Edwardes's old comrade, Major Edward Lake,
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